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Cdebrating a DoubleBirthday

Next year the Oxford Green Bdt will befifty yearsold and it will dso beten yearssince
the Oxford Green Belt Network was set up to help protect it. Our Steering Committee
fedsthat we should mark these birthdaysin aspecid way. We are thereforegiving dll
parish councilsthat arewhally or partly hi the Oxford Green Belt and not presently
membersof our Network, FREE membership (worth £15) for the year ahead. The same
gift gpplies, of course, to Al our current memberswho have kindly supported us
financidly in the past, and who are a0 offered free subscription for the coming yeer.
Behind thisoffer isthe hopethat ALL parish councilsand meatingswill now become
members of the Oxford Green Bdt Network. This, it seemed to us, isthe best way of

cd ebrating the double anniversary and of ensuring that we spesk with as comprenensvea
voice as poss ble when defending the Green Bdt in the future,

All we ask of new members, and exiging ones, isthat you complete the dip on the
enclosed form to register your membership. This can be done by post to our Hon.
Treasurer, or by sending him an email to confirm your council'swish to be associated
with OGBN.

We hope that you won't mind our pointing out thet we shdl be obliged toreverttoa
request for amodest subscription inayear'stime.

Planning and the Green Belt

Changes are taking placeto the planning syssem which have implicationsfor the future of
the Green Bdt. Up to now Green Bdt policy has been set out in the County Coundil's
Structure Plan and hi the Locd (or Devel opment) Plans prepared by Didtrict Coundils.
But these kinds of plansare now being phasad out and are being replaced by plansdrawvn
up a aregiond levd and by whet are cdled Locd Devel opment Frameworkswhich
remain the repongbility of the Didricts.

TheSouth Ead Plan

For the purposes of regiond planning, Oxfordshireisapart of South East England and
respong bility for plan making rests with the South East England Regiona Assembly
(SEERA). Likethe Regiond Assambliesin other partsof the country, the members of
SEERA are not dected directly but are mainly members of other Councils gppointed to
serve on the Assambly. SEERA's plan, the South East Plan 2006-2026, was published hi
draft form hi March 2006 and it was the subject of an Examination hi Public (EIP) which
began last November and finished a the end of March 2007. During the course of the EIP
anumber of dayswere devoted to Oxfordshire and the Oxford Green Belt Network
(OGBN) took part in the debate on 28" February when the subject wasthe future of
Oxford and its Green Bdt. OGBN isgrateful to dl those Parish Councilsand Parish
Mestingswho wrote to us before thet date, saying that they would like to see the Green
Bdt remain unchanged. It enabled usto show the Ingpector the strength of feding
amongd parishes againd ingppropriate deve opment in the Green Bdlt.




The draft South East Plan does not propose any changesto the Oxford Green Bdlt, dating
that housing and other needs can be met by developing brown field Stesand by
expanson of sttlements outsde the Green Bdlt, notably Bicester, Didcot and Wantege-
Grove. So OGBN was defending this position. But we were opposed by Oxford City
Council who wish to promote one or more " urban extensons' into the Green Bdlt, (even
though they were forced to admit &t the EI P that they had more than enough land within
the City for dl the housing needed), and by arange of landownersand thair agentswho
are anxiousto profit from the demand for expensve housing, science parks and other
forms of development within the Green Belt. Now that the EIPis over we must wait for
thereport of theingpectorswho carried out theinquiry, probably in late summer, and then
the Government will havethefind say. The crucid issue so far asthe Green Bdtis
concerned iswhether the ingpectors, and then the Government, will accept the housing
and other figuresin the South East Plan or will increase them (as hgppened in the case of
the Eadt of England Plan) and cdll for areview of the boundaries of the Green Bdltin
order that more land can be found to accommodate these extra demands. We can only
wait and see, but meanwhile OGBN will go ondoing dl it canto protect the Green Bdlt
withinits present boundaries

L ocal Devdopment Frameworks

Thisnew form of locd plan isintended to be moreflexiblethan theold syle

Deve opment Plan, responding more quickly to changing circumdtances. It isal part of
Centra Government'swish to overhaul the planning system and makeit more responsive
to economic demands. The report published last year by aleading officid of the Treasury,
Kate Barker, makesit clear where Government prioritieslie. Sgnificantly shecalsin her
report for areview of the boundaries of exising Green Bdtsto mekeway for

development.

Aspart of the process of producing their Deveopment Framework, Didrict Councilsare
obliged to conault the public over possble stesfor future development and, onthebed's
of the responsesthey receive, they draw up aSite Allocations Plan. Thisshowson amep
dl the steswhich landowners and deve opersthink could be used for future
devdopment. The Didrict Councilsare dl in the process of carrying out thisexercise.
South Oxfordshire D.C. has dready produced amap and Cherwel D.C. isabout to
publishitsmap for the southern part of their Didrict which includes aportion of the
Oxford Green Bdlt. It does not follow that the Didrict Councilswill decide thet
development should take place on these Sites, but the very fact thet the Stes have been
promoted by their ownersisan indication of their vulnerability to development a some
timein the future. Parish Councils and Parish Meetingswould be wel| advised to look out
for these Ste Allocation Plans and meke thair views on them known. To do this, contact
the Didtrict Council and ask what stage they have reeched in producing the document, or
look &t it on the Council'swebste.

OGBN Adivities

OGBN continuesto monitor planning gpplications and, where gppropriate, to write letters
to the Didricts and Planning Inspectorate, and occasondly to appear & apublicinquiry.
We hope that Parish Councils and Parish Meetingswill continue to share their concerns
over the Green Bdt with usand to let usknow if thereis anything we can do in support of
their effortsto savethe village's Green Bdlt setting. Matterswith which we have been
involved in recent monthsinclude over-development of village Stesa Sandford and on
BoarsHill, the Sting and appearance of telecom medts, excessvefloodlighting inthe
countryside, ugly and excessive Sgnage a village pubs, unauthorized vehide Sorage, and
the spread of polytunnds. We have supported the Forest of Oxford organizationinits




effortsto plant trees on Stesthat would otherwise remain ungghtly and attract
Ingppropriste uses.

Wetake aninterest in Steswhich, whilst not inthe actual Green Bdlt, areonthe edge of it
and where deve opment would be visudly intrusive when viewed from the Green Bdt.
This has hagppened in the case of aproposd inthe Cherwd | Vdley and dso a Osney
Meed on thewestern Sde of Oxford where permission was recently obtained to enlarge
the dready very big and intrusve Newsquest building. Wewere opposed tothisand are
very strongly opposed to plansto build ahuge book depository for the Universty of
Oxford on anearby dte. Thisisdill undetermined but, if it hgppened, it would have a
seriousimpact on those famous views of Oxford's historic skylinewhen ssenfromthe
Hinksey hillsand meadows.

Fnding Stesfor waste management is an increasingly urgent problem and onewhich has
implicationsfor the Green Belt Snceloca authorities are expected to find Stesthat
minimize trangport cogts. Centrd Government has said thet Green Belt Stes should not be
excluded from congderation. The County Council recently published along list of
possble stesthat could be used for some form of waste management, around 40 of
whichwerein, or doseto, the Green Bdt. Some are dearly non-dartersbut others could
well betaken up a somefuture date. They indude the exigting Worton recyding centre
between Y arnton and Cassington where we have not been opposed to the recyding
operaionsthere, Smply commenting on landscaping and accessissues. But other Stesare
cartainto berequired, especidly if plansfor awagte incinerator or some dternativeform
of waste digoosa or converson isproposed. We need to be aware therefore of the debate
that iscurrently taking place.

Circulation

ThisNewdetter and the form about membership of the Oxford Green Bdt Network is
sent to the Clerks of Parish Councils (or Chairmen of Parish Megtings) whoseterritory is
wholly or partly inthe Oxford Green Bdt. These are the addresses supplied to usby the
County Council. We should be grateful if those recaiving the paperswould mekethear
contents known to Chairmen and members of the rlevant parish councilsor mestings,
and hopefully respond aswe have requested.

OGBN isthe only organization concerned soldy with protection of, and promotion of the
bendfits of, the Oxford Green Bélt. It'sname derivesfrom thefact thet it isanetwork of
parishes, exchanging informeation about the Green Belt, and taking action where
gopropriateto defend and to enhanceit.



