To the Prime Minister, The Right Honourable Gordon Brown,


10 Downing Street,


London,


SW1A 2AA





Dear Prime Minister,





A request for your personal re-assurance about your government’s Green Belt policy





Your statement to Members of Parliament on 11th July 2007, re-affirming your government’s commitment to “continue robustly to protect land designated as Green Belt” was warmly welcomed by the majority of people in the City of Oxford and in the surrounding Oxfordshire villages, who value the maintenance of the Oxford Green Belt over the past 50 years as an outstandingly successful planning policy to protect the environment of this historic city, and for its support of Oxford’s specialised economy which depends on the maintenance of this high quality environment.





Building developers and landowners have lobbied your government for several years to build a mixed-use urban extension to the City of Oxford in the Oxford Green Belt, which would be in total contradiction of all the locally agreed planning policies, and contrary to your government’s policy as you explained it on 11th July this year. It would also be contrary to the Green Belt policy of the draft South East Plan, on which your Communities and Local Government Minister The Rt. Hon. Hazel Blears MP will soon publish her proposed modifications. Your government’s Planning Inspectors, reporting on the Examination in Public of the draft South East Plan, have very surprisingly recommended the developers’ own proposals for building an urban extension of 4,000 dwellings in the Oxford Green Belt and a selective review of the boundaries of this Green Belt in preparation for this. While these are merely recommendations, which the Minister can accept or ignore, they are in direct conflict with your government’s stated policy on protecting Green Belts from development. Everyone is aware of the shortage of affordable housing, but the urgent need for this can be met by building on brown field sites, including the previously developed land on some of the 550 government owned sites which you have yourself identified for their potential earlier this year.  Any urban extension of Oxford City built in the Green Belt will have serious adverse consequences for future sustainable planning in this historic city and for the economy of the central Oxfordshire region, and much needed affordable housing would crucially constitute only a relatively minor part of such an unwelcome development. There are other better ways to provide the necessary affordable housing, protect the high quality environment, and stimulate the local economy, as outlined in the draft South East Plan.





We therefore ask you to be aware of the very deep and widespread disappointment which will be felt throughout the City of Oxford and in Oxfordshire if your government now decides to abandon or modify its policy on Green Belts, and we ask you to write to us in reply, to reassure us that government policy today remains unchanged from your own policy commitment, made on 11th July 2007, to continue protecting Green Belts. 





Yours sincerely,











Chairman and Committee of the Oxford Green Belt Network 


